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Aloha mai committee members,

| want to thank you for introducing this resolution recognizing the problems facing the
Hawaii Veterans Cemetary in Kaneohe.

On February 19, 2018 my grandmother (adopted mother) suddenly passed after falling
in the parking lot of a shopping mall in Kapolei. She was on her way to get her nails
done. The suddeness of her passing was very tramatic for my entire family.

After reaching out to the State Veterans Cemetary to inform them that my

grandmother would be coming home to rest alongside my grandfather (a WWII veteran),
they informed us that the earliest they could accomodate her burrial was in mid-

April. Nearly two months after her passing. -- As you can imagine, we were appauled
that our loved one would be parked in an icebox at the morge for that long.

A military spokesperson said the reason for the delay is that WWII, Vietnam and
Koream war veterans were dying in large numbers. Clearly there was no planning or
preparation to account for our aging veterans.

| support this resolution because I think it holds government to a higher standard and
because our veterans and their ohana deserve nothing less.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of HCR43.

Kuhio Lewis
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THE ASSOCIATION OF HAWAIIAN CIVIC CLUBS

House Committee on Public Safety, Veterans & Military Affairs

Po ‘alua, Malaki 20, 2019
Lumi ‘Aha Kiuka 430

Ke Kapikala Moku ‘dina
415 South Beretania Street

Re: HCR 43/HR 43 - URGING HAWAII'S CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION AND THE
GOVERNOR TO COLLABORATE WITH THE LEGISLATURE TO ENSURE EXPEDITED
BURIALS FOR VETERANS, DECEASED ACTIVE DUTY MEMBERS OF THE UNITED
STATES ARMED FORCES, AND THEIR SPOUSES AT VETERANS CEMETERIES
THROUGHOUT THE STATE OF HAWAI‘L

Aloha Luna Ho ‘omalu Takayama, Hope Luna Ho ‘omalu Gates and members of the committee:
The Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs SUPPORTS of HCR 43 and HR 43.

At its 59th Annual Convention, the Association passed Resolution 2018-39, calling for expedited
burials of veterans and their spouses in Hawaii’s veterans cemeteries. We affirm that all veterans
have earned the privilege to be buried in a veterans' cemetery and all decedents deserve the
highest standards for burials, as is a long-standing tradition and practice of Native Hawaiian
culture. This privilege and honor should not be hampered by any undue administrative
procedures or rules.

Thus, the Association respectfully urges the committees to PASS HCR43/HR43.

The Hawaiian Civic Club movement was founded in 1918 by Congressional Delegate Prince
Jonah Kiihio Kalaniana‘ole with the creation of the Hawaiian Civic Club; the Association was
formally organized in 1959 and has grown to a confederation of over sixty (60) Hawaiian Civic
Clubs located throughout the State of Hawai‘i and the United States. The Association is the
oldest Hawaiian community-based grassroots organization. The Association is governed by a 16-
member Board of Directors; advocates for improved welfare of Native Hawaiians in culture,
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health, economic development, education, social welfare, and nationhood; and perpetuates and
preserves language, history, music, dance and other Native Hawaiian cultural traditions.

Mahalo for allowing us to share our mana ‘o.

Me ka ‘oia ‘i ‘o,

Hailama Farden
Pelekikena



ASSOCIATION OF
HAWAIIAN CIVIC CLUBS

A RESOLUTION

No. 2018 -39

URGING HAWAI‘I’S CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION, THE GOVERNOR OF THE
STATE OF HAWAI‘l, AND THE HAWAI‘I STATE LEGISLATURE TO ASSURE
EXPEDITED BURIALS FOR VETERANS, DECEASED ACTIVE DUTY MEMBERS OF
THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES AND THEIR SPOUSES AT VETERANS
CEMETERIES THROUGHOUT THE STATE OF HAWAI‘I

WHEREAS, in the perspective of the Native Hawaiian culture, the proper burial of a
deceased Native Hawaiian is an important sacred practice, rite and right; and

WHEREAS, the Hale O Na Ali‘i O Hawai‘i Hawaiian royal society adopted a similar
resolution at its 68™ annual convention held in April 2018; and

WHEREAS, at its first annual convention on September 3, 2018, the Maui Council of the
Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs adopted this same resolution; and

WHEREAS, the family of a member of the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs recently
experienced difficulty in securing a speedy burial for a deceased loved one at the Hawai‘i State
Veterans Cemetery in Kane‘ohe, O‘ahu; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Viola Lewis, a spouse of a predeceased U.S. veteran buried at the
Hawai‘i State Veterans Cemetery, passed away on February 19, 2018, but could not be buried for
more than five weeks due to administrative delays at the cemetery; and

WHEREAS, the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs recognizes that all U.S. veterans
and their spouses have earned the privilege to be buried in a veterans cemetery, and all decedents
deserve the highest standards for burials, as is a long-standing tradition and practice in the Native
Hawaiian culture; and

WHEREAS, the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs implores the Hawai‘i
Congressional Delegation, the Hawai‘i State Legislature, and all counties in the State of Hawai‘i
to enact legislation and appropriate sufficient funding required to expedite burials at all veterans
cemeteries throughout Hawai‘i; and

WHEREAS, the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs implores the Governor of the State
of Hawai‘i to direct the Hawai‘i Office of Veterans’ Services to implement all measures
practicable and necessary to expedite burials at State Veterans Cemeteries.



NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs at
its 59th Annual Convention in Kalapaki, Kaua‘i, in the malama of Welehu and the rising of
‘Olepau, this 17th day of November 2018, urging Hawai‘i’s Congressional Delegation, the
Governor of the State of Hawai‘i, and the Hawai‘i State Legislature to assure expedited burials
for veterans, deceased active duty members of the United States Armed Forces and their spouses
at veterans cemeteries in Hawai‘i; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs respects the
rights of Native Hawaiians to be buried in a timely manner or with the respect of the wishes of
the decedent and families; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be transmitted to
all members of Hawai‘i’s Congressional Delegation, the Secretary of the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs and the Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs, the Governor of the State of
Hawai‘i, the Director of the Hawai‘i Office of Veterans’ Services; and that copies of the this
resolution be transmitted to the President of the State Senate, Speaker of the State House of
Representatives, Chair of the State Senate Committee on Hawaiian Affairs, Chair of the State
House Committee on Ocean, Marine Resources, & Hawaiian Affairs, Chair of the Board of
Trustees of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, and all County Mayors.

o b d o
R The undersigned hereby certifies that the foregoing
Resolution was duly adopted in the malama of
Welehu and the rising of ‘Olepau on the 17" day of
November 2018, at the 59th Annual Convention of
the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs in
Kalapaki, Kaua‘i.

Annelle’ C. Amaral, President
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Committee on Hawaiian Affairs

Wednesday, March 20, 2019
Conference Room 430

State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

Re: HCR43/HR43 - HAWAII'S CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION AND THE
GOVERNOR TO COLLABORATE WITH THE LEGISLATURE TO ENSURE
EXPEDITED BURIALS FOR VETERANS, DECEASED ACTIVE DUTY
MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES, AND THEIR SPOUSES
AT VETERANS CEMETERIES THROUGHOUT THE STATE OF HAWATI‘I

Aloha Chair Takayama, Vice-Chair Gates, and honorable members:

The Prince Kihio Hawaiian Civic Club SUPPORTS HCR43/HR43.

At its 59th Annual Convention, the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs passed
Resolution 2018-39, calling for timely burials of veterans and their spouses in
Hawaii’s veterans cemeteries. Let us honor our veterans and help their families and
friends celebrate their lives through expedited burials.

Founded in 1964, PKHCC was organized to promote the education and social welfare
of people of Hawaiian ancestry and objectives include supporting high ethical
standards in business, industry and the professional fields of enterprise.

PKHCC urges the committee to PASS HCR43/HR43.

Me ke aloha,

4
A. Maéﬁfi‘s‘/

Pelekikena
president@pkhcc.org
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